. FOR > < "LR 1 
7 — 410 4 "> — — 0 
| _ 


** —— 


The EXCELLENCY of the 1 
3 Miniftration. ; 


1 
— 


* 


1 


— 


| ro . 


n 


Preached before the 


91 Sons of the CI ERV, 
31k AT THEIR - yp 


1! ANNIVERSARY MEETING 


IN'THE 


Cathedral Church of St. Pau, 


2 


; 
Fx8r. I. 1732+ 
PRES 7 ” PE x — * 4 5 — — 3 - * 


'By HeNRY STEBBING D. D. 1 
| | Chaplain in Ordinary to HIS MAJ ESTV, and Preacher“ 
to the Honourable W of e FN 1 


© 


— 2 


PE * th 


n 2 
— 


T Lio N. D 0 N. . WE } 
Printed 1 55 PEMEBERTON, at the Buck, codes — 

St. Dunſtan's Church, in Fleet - frees; | | , 

M. Doc. XXIII.. „„ | 1 q 
\ 


| Price Six- -pence. > 2 2 * 
— — — * — ͤ — — \ 
© 0 * i 
. 7 0 | 
- ” 4 1 


_ 
1 

— 
” 

” 
* 
— 

+ 

. x 


" 


* 
wo a> 
* — 

o 
. 


To the REVEREND 


Jonatban Hall D. D. 
Pilliam Micoll D. D. 
Jobn Sturges B. D. 
Daniel Somerſchall A. M. 
William Sborey A. M. 


Juobn Marryon LL. B. 


And to the WokxrT HV 


or John Willes Eſq; 

Jacob Houblon Eſq; 
Thomas Prouſe Eſq; 
Richard Price Eſq; 
Mr. Nathaniel Townſend, 


£ Mr. Thomas Harriſon; | 
STEWARDS for the late Feaſt 


of the Sons of the CLzxcy; 


This Drscovnsr, Preached and Frinted at their 
EKRemueſt, is Inſcribed by 


Their moſt obedient, humble Servant, 
HENRY STEBBING. 


For if the Miniftration of Condemnation be gloty, 
mucb more doth the Miniſtration of Righteouſneſs 


HE Apoſtle, a little before, having ocea- 
ionally mentioned the Diligence and Fi- 
- A. delity with which he and his Fellow-Apo- 
ſtles had preached the Goſpel, immediately corrects 
himſelf in the Style and Addreſs of one who thought 

that he had very little occafion to ſay any thing in 
quſtification of his own Conduct. Do we begin a- 
gain t» commend ourſelves? That is, Have we any 
need again to commend ourſelves? No. Or need 
we, ar ſome others, Epiſtles of Commendation to 
got, or Letters of Commendation from you? That 
is, Do we want to have our good Behaviour atteſted 
in form, by the methods uſual in ſuch Caſes? Nor 
this. Why? It follows in the next Words, Te are 
our Epiſtle, written in our Hearts, or (which = 
212 L 5 B 1 ps 
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haps is the truer reading) ye are our Epiſtle written 
in * your Hearts; as if he had faid, « Ye are zo 
' yourſelves our Epiſtle.” The Fruits of our Labours 
which ye experience within yourſelves, are to you 
the moſt effectual Commendation: of our Miniſtry 
that can be given. To you therefore from others, 
there can be no need of Letters of Commendation. 
Nor is there need of fuch Letters from you 70 others, 
ſeeing that ſelf-ſame Epiſtle written in your Hearts, 
is alſo known and read of all Men, mamifeſtly de- 
clared to be the Epiſtle of Chriſt, miniſtred by us, 
written not with Ink, but with the Spirit of the liv- 
ing God; not in Tables of Stone, but in the Aaſbly 
Tables of tbe Heart. ver. 1, 2, 3. The meaning 
of which paſſage is this; That che Converſion of 
the Corintbians to the Chriſtian Faith was ſo pub- 
lick an example, that virtually and in effef? it was 
not only a Commendation from them, but a Tef- 
timony "all from Chriſt himſelf to their Miniſtry, 
by whoſe Power and Spirit they were qualified for 
this great and excellent Work. For this is what the 
Apoſtle preſently ſubjoins; Mot that we == 
dient of ourſelves to think any thing as of ourſelves, 
But our Sufficiency is of. God, who hath alſo _ 15 
able Aden of. ihe New Teftament:. ver. 5, 6 


— have it d66n-vid. Millium. 
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This obſerv'd, he goes on to ſet forth the Excel- 
lency of the Evangelical Diſpenſation. We are Mi. 
nifters (lays he) of the New Teftament,not of the Ler- 
ter, but of the Spirit; 3 for the Letter killeth, but the 
Spirit giveth Life. The Senſe of which Words will 
receive ſome light from the tollowing Verſes; If 
the Miniftration of Death, written and engraven 
in Stones, was glorious, ſo that the Children of N 
rael could not ate Ay behold the Face of Moſes for 
the' Glory of his Countenance, which Glory was to 
be done away; how ſhall not the Miniſtration of the 
Spirit be rather glorious ? For if the Miniſtration 
of Condemnation be Glory, much more doth the Mi- 
niftration of Righteouſneſs exceed in Glory. It is 


plain here, that theſe Phraſes, the Miniſtration of 
the Letter, the Miniſtration of Death, the Miniſ- 


tration of Condemnation, ſignify one and the ſame 
thing, to wit, the Promulgation of the Law, con- 
ſidered merely as a Law, or as abſtracted from the 
Once of Pardon and Reconciliation offered by the 
Goſpel. In oppoſition to which ſtands the Mi- 
niſtration of the Spirit, and the Miniſtration of 
ori ar 1 or Juſtification, which therefore de- 
notes the Goſpel declaring Acceptance to repenti 

Sinners. The Law is the Miniftration of Deat 

and Condemnation in this ſenſe, that ſhewing Men 
their Duty, it became by Tranſgreſſion the occa- 
Hon of Death and Condemnation, as St. Pau! him- 


B 2 ſelf 
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{elf clearly explains this point in another place. 7 
had not known Sin but by the Law; for I bad not 
known Luſt except the Law had ſaid, Thou ſbalt 
not covet *. I had mot known Sin, i. e. I could 
not have been guilty of Sin but for the Law, for 
where there is no Law there is no Tranſgreſſion f. 
But the Law given, what followed? Why, Sin 
taking occaſion by the Commandment, wrought in me 
all manner of concupiſcence; and the Command- 
ment, which was ordained to life, I faund to be un- 
to death ||. It was thus that tbe Law wrought wrath r; 
thus that the Miniftration of rh Letter was the Mi- 
niſtration of Condemnation. And how is the Goſ- 
pel (the Miniſtration of he Spirit) the Miniſtration 
of Fu/tifcation ? Why, as it holds forth thoſe Af- 
ſurances of Reconciliation to Sinners, which the 
Law could not give. For thus ſpeaks the fame A- 
poſtle; The Lau of the Spirit of | Life in Jeſus 
. Chriſt bath made me free from the Law of Sin and 
Death. For what the Law could not do, in that it 
| was weak through the fleſh, God Jending his own 
Som in abe likeneſs , ſinful Fleſb, hath effected; 
aud for Sin, i. 6: by a Sacrifice far Sin) hath. cen 
demned Sin in the fleſh, that the Righteouſneſs of th 
Law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after 
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the Fliſb, bus after the Spirit: For ſuch there is now = 


0 Condemnation. Rom. viii. 1—4. 


e the Words thus 3 chere will arſe 
two Points _ fit to be ſpoken to at this n 5 
namely, 


Firſt, What is the proper Work of : a Chriſtian 


Miniſter. | 
| Sond, ia Us and Excellency. 
- Theſe pa 


1 ſhall nder and conchude 


with a brief Applications to the EO of our pe” | 


ſent GR n 


Fry, What is ** proper Work of a Chriſtian 
Minifter : which is various, according to the Vari- 
ety. of Means which the Scripture recommends as 


neceſſary or expedient to ſet forward the Faith and 
Obedience of the Goſpel. At preſent I ſhalt con- 


frder the Chriſtian Clergy only under the Notion of 


Teachers: In which view it is plain that their Of- 
fice is to call Men to Repentance, by declaring — 
don and Acceptance to all that believe, in and thro 

the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt. This it is properiy to 


preach the Goſpel, for theſe are zhe glad riding 2 


r Joy te all Poople, that Jeſus Chriſt is the Sa- 


viour 
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viour of the World, and that by the Sacrifice of 
his Death, all who repent ſhall be juſtified from 
thoſe Tranſgreſſions, from which by the Law they 
could not be juſtified. It is well worth obſerving 
how cloſely the firſt Preachers of Chriſt adhered 
to this great and important Leſſon. Upon St. Pe- 
ters firſt Sermon at the Day of Pentecoſt, when by 
the miraculous Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, their 
general Commiſſion was opened to go into all tbe 
World, and preach the Goſpel to every Creature; 
when they that heard it were pricked in their 
Heart, and ſaid unto the Apoſtles, Men and Bre- 
thren, what ſhall we do? The Anſwer was, Re- 
pent and be baptized every one of [you in the name 
of Feſus Chrift for the remiſſion of Sins. Acts ii. 
38. 80 chap. iii. ver. 12. where the ſame Apoſtle 
having taken occaſion, from the Cure of the lame 
Nan, to bear witneſs to the Jews of the Power and 
Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, whom they had wic- 
kedly crucified and ſlain, he comforts them at laſt 
with theſe Words, as the Burden of the Meſſage 
he had to deliver to them, Nepent ye and be con- 
verted, that your Sins may be blotted out; putting 
them in mind that they were the Children of the 
Covenant which God made with their Fathers, —— 
who had ſent Jeſus to bleſs them in turning away 
every one of them from their Iniquities. There 
would be no end if I ſhould ſet down every par- 
001 3 ticular 
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ticular inſtance at large. Read over the Acts of 
the Apoſtles, and what will you find? Why, this 
=== Feſus of Nazareth, - - -whom God raiſed from the 
dead it become the head Stone of the corner; 
neither is there Salvation in any other : for there is 
none other name under Heaven given among Men 
whereby we muſt be ſaved, chap. iv. 10. - - = The 
God. of our Fathers raiſed up TFeſus --- to be a 
Prince and a Saviour for to give Repentance to 
Iſrael and forgiveneſs of Sins. chap. v. 30. - God 
anointed Jeſus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghoſt 
and with Power - and raiſed him up the third 
day - and commanded us to preach unto the Peo- 
ple, and to teſtiſy that it is be which was ordained 
of God to be the Fudge of quick and dead. To him 
give all the Prophets witneſs, that whoſoever believ- 
eth in bim . ſhall receive remiſſion of Sins. chap. x. 
38::- - = of David's Seed hath God according to his 
promiſe raiſed unto Iſrael a Saviour Feſus.-- - And 
we declare unto you glad Tidings, how that the Pro- 
miſe which was made unto the Fathers, God hath 
fulfilled this ſame unto us their Children, in that he 
bath raiſed up Feſus.' - - Be it known unto you 
therefore, Men and Brethren, that through this 
Man is preached unto you the forgiveneſs of Sins, 
and by him all that believe are juſtified from all 
things, from which they could not be juſtified by the 
Law of Moſes. chap. xiii. 23. This was their _ 

TX: t 
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ſtant Teſtimony to the Jews. And to the Gentiles 
they apply themſelves exactly in the fame ſtrain 
for thus it follows, - - Ye preach unto you that 
oye ſhould turn from theſe Vanities unto the living 
God, which made Heaven and Earth, and the 
Sea, and all things that are therein. Who in time 
paſt ſuffered all Nations to walk in their own ways-- 
but now commandeth all Men every where to repent; 
becauſe he hath appointed a Day m which. he will 
Judge the World in righteouſneſs, by that Man 
whom he hath ordained, whereof he hath given 
Aſſurance unto all Men, in that he hath raiſed him 
fromthe dead. chap. xiv. 15. and xvii. 30. And 
when St. Paul took his laſt leave of the Elders of 
Epheſus, to whom he had preached for the fpace 
F three Years, and from whom he declared he 
had kept back nothing that was profitable unto 
them, he ſumm' d up the whole of his Preaching in 
theſe few, but comprehenſive Words; Nepentance 
toward God, and Faith toward our Lone Jeſur 
Cbriſt; 11 xx. 21. | 


What I intend by this Obleryation i is and to 
| ſhew the true and proper diſtinction rage the a 
Heathen Moralift and a Chriſtian Teacher. 

fon ſpeaks in this wile; ue rey — a 
all things therein; and there is a Law to which we 
are all ſubject as his Creatures. And in the proof 
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and Explanation of theſe' things lies the proper 
Work and Buſineſs of a Philo/opher. Chriſtianity 
ſets out exactly where Philoſophy ends, and (the 
Law ſuppoſed) ſays, Je are all Sinners, ye are all 
condemned. by the Law, repent ye therefore and be- 
lieve in Jeſus, - that your Sins may be forgiven. 
This is the reaſon why there is in the New Teſta- 
ment ſo little uſe of Argument to prove that there 
is a God, and that He is to be worſhipped; and that 
Men are bound to be /ober, honeft, and the like. 
The Apoſtles conſtantly pręſuppoſe theſe, as Prin- 
ciples already known and underſtood, or which by 
unbiaſſed and uncorrupted Reaſon, might be known 
and underſtood; and therefore inſtead of ſhewing 
the Righteouſneſs of the Law, as Perſons under Com- 
miſſion from God they declare the Law, and invite 
Men to the Obedience of it, by ſetting before them 
the Riches of the Mercy and Goodneſs of God, vouch- 
ſafed them in and through: Jeſus Chriſt. This is the 
proper Work f an Evangeliſt, to declare the Law 

to Sinners, and the Conditions of Pardon to all who 


will accept them, under the Seal of the divine Au- 


thority; which St. Paul intimates to us in that re- 


| markable paſſage, 1 Cor. ii. 1, 2. And I, Brethren, 


when I came unto you, came not with excellency of 


Speech or of Wiſdom, declaring unto you the Teftimony 


of God; for I determined not to know any thing among 
you [ave Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified. That 1 
. 1 . | 3 C | | +4 
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had no other Buſineſs than to make known to them 
the gracious Purpoſe of God, to ſave Sinners by 
the Sacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt. Good cauſe then was 
there why he ſhould not come to them with exce/- 
lency of Speech and Wiſdom; why he thould not 
reaſon and diſpute with them like a Philoſopher ; 
fince the moſt excellent Wiſdom could not reach 
unto this Knowledge, that Jeſus the Son of God 
by offering bimſelf a Sacrifice upon the Croſs, 
ſhould be unto vs Righteouſneſs and Sandificati ion 
and Redemption b. This he tells us is zh Wiſdom 
of God in a Myftery +, and conſequently was not 
capable of being proved any other way than by 
the Demonſtration d the Spirit], i. e. by the mi- 
raculous Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, the proper E- 
vidence of his Miſſion. Now that which was an 
Evidence of his bearing-Commiſſion from God, to 
declare Pardon to Sinners through the Blood of 
"Chriſt, was at the ſame time a Confirmation of the 
Law to which he exhorted them to return by Re- 
pentance, ſuperior to all human reaforning; and 
therefore with reſpect to doch, the Apoſtle might 
well tell the Corinthians that their Faith ' food not 
nd oat Apo but in the Pawer of God. 


We ſee. then phinty what was che Buſineſs of 
the fiſt Preachers of the Soſpel. And what was 
'* Chap.i. ven. 30 cap. ii ver. 7. 1. ver. 4 1 D. ver. B. 
b 3 their 


* 


zhe CHRISTIAN MiniISTRATION: IT 


their Buſineſs hen is ours now; for the Nature of 
the Chriſtian Miniſtry changeth not. It was heir: 
to declare the' Law from which we have. ſwerved, 
and the offers of Pardon to repenting Sinners thro' 

_ Chriſt, under the Authority of God. It is ours to 
do the fame; fince the Evidence of this Authority 


is conveyed to us by the Scriptures, which are 
a ſtanding Record both of the Doctrines they taught, 


and of the Miracles which they wrought to give 


proof of their Miſſion. Here it is that we place 
our main Strength; Hither that we appeal when a 
Reaſon is demanded, Why we thus preach, why 
we thus believe ? If the Queſtion is, What is the 
Law? Our Anſwer is, Go to the Scriptures, there 
you will find it. If it be, bat muſt Sinners do to bs 
ſaved? Our Anſwer is ſtill the ſame, The 
tures declare it. Not that it is a Diſparagement to 
a Chriſtian Miniſter to enter ſometimes into a De- 
fence of Natural Religion upon Natural Princi- 
Plet, or to ſhew the Confitency of the Goſpel _ 
trines, relating to our Redemption by Chrift, with 
the Dictates of right Reaſon. St. Paul exhorts us 
to become all things to all Men, if by any means 
we may ſave ſame *. And if Chriftianity is at- 
on upon Natural Principles, it muſt be de- 
fended (fo far as the Defence will go) upon Natu- 
ral Principles. But whenever we do this, we act, 


1 Cor. ix. 21. 
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ſtrictly and properly as Philgſophers, not as the Mi- 
nifters of Chriſt, who, as ſuch, muſt ever them- 
ſelves. be determined by the Authority of Chriſt, 
and apply to others in the Name of Chriſt. The 
two Characters, though different, are yet very con- 
ſiſtent, and may very uſefully be joined together, 
but the one ſhould never be ſuffered to deſtroy the 
other. If we are called upon to defend Natural 
Religion, we are not to ſtop there, nor think that 
we have diſcharged our Duties as Miniſters of the 
Spirit, by ſhewing ourſelves able Miniſters of the 
Letter: By giving forth elaborate Syſtems of mo- 
ral Science, without being mindful to acquaint 
our Hearers of how little avail are our moſt ſplen- 
did Virtues, till made effectual by the Blood of 
Chriſt, and ſanctified by the Grace offered in the 
_ Goſpel. And if the Diſpute lies between Reaſon 
and Revelation in Points not contradiffory to Rea- 
fon (which can never be) but, purely incompreben- 
ble to Reaſon, we ſhould at all times remember 
what St. Paul faith, Beware leſt any Man ſpoil you 
through Philoſophy and vain Deteit after the Tra- 
dition of Men, after the Rudiments of the World, 
and not after Chriſt f. The ſingle Point before us 
is, Hath Chriſt faid it, or hath he not? If he hath 
ſaid it, we, as the Miniſters of Chriſt, are bound 
to teach it; and ye, as the Diſciples of Chriſt, are 
F +Colofl, i, 8. 


bound 
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bound to receive it. And whether he hath or hath 
not, we know of no other Rule but the Word of 
God, which, with us is and ought to be, the be- 
ginning and end of all, the Pillar and Ground of 
Truth . | 


Having ſaid thus much concerning the Nature 


of the Chriſtian Miniſtry, I proceed now, 


Secondly, To ſhew its Uſe and Excellency; its 
Uſe, I fay, conſidered Hpecially as the Miniſtry of 
_ Chriſt, diſtinguiſhed from all Teaching purely hu- 
man. The end of all Inſtruction is to reform the 
World; but if the Queſtion be asked, Who is beſt 
qualified for this Work, the Heathen Moraliſt, or 
the Minifter of Chriſt? a Difference there will ap- 
to the advantage of the latter, beyond the 

reach of Diſpute or Contradiction. For what can 

the Philoſopher do? Let us ſuppoſe him (which is 
a very bountiful conceſſion) perfectly inſtructed in 
the Natural Law; he can ſhew you nothing hut the 
Law ; That very Law againſt which we are all Sin- 
ners, and by which we ſtand condemned in the 
ſight of God. If you ſhould ask (a Queſtion which 
no Man can avoid asking) hat muſt we do to be 
faved'?? How ſhall we reconcile our ſelves to God, 
and obtain Pardon for our paſt Offences, and for 


+1 Tim. iu. 15. 


our 
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our Offences yet to come? He has no Anſwer to 
give which the Reaſon of Man can ſecurely truſt 
o. But the Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt brings the 

Grant of Pardon in his band, open and legible to 
all, under his Seal in whom alone the Power of 
Forgiveneſs reſts. And what a mighty encourage- 
ment is it to Repentance to have ſuch ample, un- 
doubted Aſſurances of its Worth and Value as the 
Goſpel gives? Is it not in all Caſes true, that we 
are diligent and induſtrious, in proportion to the 

Greatneſs and Certainty of the Recompence that 
lies before us? And muſt not then the Goſpel be a 
more prevailing Motive to Repentance, in propor- 
tion as the Grant of Pardon by it becomes more 
am ple and more ſecure ? But lay this Conſideration 
aſide, and take the thing in another light. Let it 
be ſuppoſed that the Philolopher could ſet forth 
both the Law and the Grant of Pardon; yet who, 
is it likely, would moſt gain the Attention of Men, 
and enforce the Truth px greateſt Weight and 
Efficacy, Plato by his Reaſoning, Cicero by his E- 
loquence, or St. Paul by his plain Speech, attend- 
ed with the Demonſtration of the Spirit and Power ? 
This Point has been once tried; Plato was read, 
Cicero was read, and both were admired by all who 
had a Taſte for Senſe and Learning ; _ yet the. 

World in general was nothing mended. But no 
ſooner did the Apoſtles appear in the Power and | 
. 
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Spirit of Chriſt, than Idolatry fled before them, as 
Darkneſs diſappears at the riſing of the Sun, and 
the whole Earth became filled with the Knowledge 
of God as the Waters cover the Sea. It is record- 
ed As ii. 41. that St. Peter by one Sermon con- 
verted three thouſand Souls in one Day. Does Hea- 
then Story afford us any ſuch Example? The Rea- 
ſon of the Difference is plain ; the Philoſophers. 
came in their own Name, the Apoſtles in the Name 
of God. The Philoſophers explained the Law ac- 
_ cording to the Meaſure of their own Underſtand- 
ings ; the Apoſtles, though they only detlared the 
Law, yet it was by the Authority of him who gave 
the Law, whoſe Preſence was viſible among them, 
by the Signs and Wonders wrought by their Hands. - 
Man may ſpeak and be diſregarded, but ſhall God 
ſpeak and not be heard r The Miracles wrought by 
the Apoſtles were dreadful and affoniſhing, and 
therefore a proper Application to thoſe Ale wanted 
not ſo much to be convinced, as to be awakened 
into Attention. And though it be true that Mira- 
cles ate not now wrought before our Eyes, yet the: 
Miracles ther wrought are ſtill the fame Evidence 
of the Preſence of God with the Apoſtles, autho- 
rzing and confirming that Voice by which they 
call upon us in the Scriptures, to repent and believe 
in Jefus Chriſt that we may be ſaved. And this is: 
| that which will perpetually give to the N 
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_ Chriſt an Advantage above mere Moralifts, that 
they offer a Syſtem which ſets forth the whole Du- 
ty of Man and the Doctrines of Salvation, with 
great Plainneſs, under ſuch Authority as none can 
diſpute, or lightly eſteem. I would be very loth 
the Experiment ſhould be made, but no doubt the 
Difference would ſoon be felt, if you ſhould take 
away from the common People their Bibles, and 
put into their hands in their ſtead, Ariſtotlès E- 
thicks or Wollaſton's Delineation. Men of Senſe 
and Leiſure will find both Entertainment and Im- 
provement by ſuch Books as theſe, which are ex- 
cellent and admirable in their kind; but what do 
you think of the bulk of Mankind? Will zhey not 
be more profited by reading the en Commandments, 
our Saviour's Sermon on the Mount, or ſuch plain 
inſtructive Leſſons of Morality as are to be met with 
every where in the Op — Epiſtles; enforced 
by the Threatnings of God's Wrath againſt Sin- 
ners, and the comfortable Aſſurances of Mercy to 
thoſe who repent, through the Propitiation of ou 
Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt: Will not, I ſay, this more 
help to reform a bad World (whilſt what they read 
they believe to come from the Mouth of God him- 
ff) ) than all the Syſtems of human Phile/ophy put 
together? Now this is our Buſineſs, to lead Men 
to the Scriptures as the Rule of their Lives, and 
the Foundation of their Hopes; to ſupport} their 
juſt Credit and — among the People as oof F 
1 Wor 
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Word of God; from thence to gather and diſpence 
thoſe Stores which the Weak are not able to gather 
for themſelves, and which the Carele/s and the Bu/y 
would be apt to overlook; to inſtruct, rebuke, and ex- 
hort, with all Patience and Long-ſuffering, that the 
Wiſe and the Unwiſe, the Weak, and the Strong, all 
Men every where who will hear and be perſuaded, 
may reap the bleſſed Fruits of Righteouſneſs, Peace, 
and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. How much then would 
the World be the better for it, if Chriſtianity ſhould 
be aboliſhed, and Heatheniſm ſet up again in its room? 
Or why thoſe heavy Complaints againſt the Chriſtian 
Clergy, which are ſo often heard in our Streets? Mark 
from whom theſe Complaints come, and you may 

_ gueſs the Reaſon. Such they are, who, if we were to 
be anſwerable for the Folly and the Perverſeneſs of 
Men, would themſelves be the greateſt Shame and 
Reproach to our Miniſtry. Into thoſe dregs of Times 
are we fallen, that the plaineſt Points of Morality are 
called in queſtion! Repentance is made void, by de- 
nying the Diſtinction between Good and Evil! Faith 
in God is treated as mere Credulity and Folly! The 
Reſurrection and a future Judgment, are laughed at 
as idle Tales! And the whole human Race ſet forth 
as made for nothing elſe, but to ſport and wanton 
themſelves in Luft and Pleafure *! Do Men want Mi- 
racles to convince them that they are not Beats? Do 
they want Reaſoning h -Neither the one nor the other 
„Ses the Philoſophical "apy on Death, | 


will 
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-will avail, with thoſe who have ſet themſelves at de- 
fiance to common Senſe. Such as theſe were never 
converted by Chriſt or his Apoſtles ; and what then 
can be expected from us? Are we, when we ſhould 
be going on to Perfection, to be laying again Founda- 
tions ? Are we to be diverted from applying ourſelves 
to the Meel and the Lowly; from cultivating the good 
and fruitful Soil (where our Labour will always be 
paid with ample Increaſe) to dig among Rocks and 
Stones; to ſpeak to thoſe, who having Ears will not 
hear, and having Hearts will not underſtand? In 
theſe Points every thing has been done which is ne- 
ceſſary to ſatisfy reaſonable Men. And if all the Help 
we can give proves fruitleſs and vain, we know the 
laſt method preſcribed in this Caſe; we are to ſhake 
off the Duſt of our Feet as a Teflimony againſt them; 
and leave them to that dreadful Doom which the 
_ Goſpel reads them, It ſhall be more tolerable for the 


Land of Sodom and Gomorrah at "tbe Day of Judg- 
ment than for them. 


I Have not time to fy much to you by way of Ap- 
plication, and I perſuade myſelf that much is not 
needful to be ſaid. What calls us together is Charity; 
in itſelf the moſt excellent of all Chriſtian Vertues, 
and not. leſſened, I hope, by this ſpecial Circumſtance, 
that it is alſo a REMEMBRANCE of Zhoſe who have 
ſpoken unto you the Word of God“; who have been 
the Inſtruments of converting Souls, and diffuſing the 


* Heb. xiii. 7. = 
Goſpel- 
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Goſpel-Light to every Corner of our Land. It is a 
Saying of the bleſſed St. Paul, If we have ſown unto 
Jou ſpiritual things, is it a great matter if we ſhall 
reap your carnal things+? Theſe have ſoun, but 
what have they reaped? I will not enter into Com- 
plaints upon this Subject Let their Widows and their 
Orphans ſpeak! This only permit me to ſay, that what 
has been lacking to the Husbands and the Fathers of 
theſe unhappy Sufferers, ſhould, in ſome ſort, be made 
good to their Families, that the Bowels of thoſe who 
inherit the Husband's and the Father's Poverty, may 
be refreſhed, for the Husband's and the Father's fake. 
Numerous are the Objects of your Charity, and: ſmall 
therefore muſt be the Gift, when compared with the 
Occaſions of many who receive it. But if here is not 
a Sufficiency for all, here is ſome help for all; and a 
Help it is that brings Honour with it as well as Relief. 
It is an honourable Teſtimony to our Order, that our 
Poverty was thought worthy of the Aſſiſtance of the 
Crown, by whoſe Favour this Corporation ſubſiſts; 
and it ought ever to be remembred with Gratitude, 
how much this Charity owes to the Munificence of our« 
Gracious Qu zz x,of whoſe Bounty we may juſtly boaſt; 
for it was a Benefit, not only as it brought Relief to our 
Poor, but as it was the Evidence of HER Approbation 
of this good Work: And fo long as it ſhall meet with 
Encouragement from - the Great, the Wiſe, and the 
Good, and each Year's return ſhall call together this 
+ 1 Cor. ix. 11, 
2 vene-, 
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venerable Aſſembly, where the Rich and the Mike 
intheir Free- will Offerings with a large and bounteous 

hand; the meaneſt of us can never want Cauſe to bear 
with Patience the Reproaches of a bad World, nor to 


have Hope in God, who by many unforeſeen,” unex- 


pected Ways, doth conſtantly provide for us. It is wor- 
thy your Obſervation;thattho'the Amountof our year- 
Iy Penſions exceeds the Revenues of our Eſtates by near 
fifteen hundred Pounds, the Corporation has never yet 
found it neceſſary to ſhorten her hand, the good Pro- 
_  videnceof God having perpetually ſupplied that Defect 
by zaſual Benefactions! May we go on to act always 


with the ſame 77, and with the ſame Succeſs / And 
may welas we ought) receive this gracious Goodneſs of 


God, as a comfortable Earneſt of that infinitely greater 
and more excellent Reward, which yet reſtsin his hand, 


3 to come forth at the great Day of Account; upon 4, 


if we ſhall be found faithful; upon owr Families, if 
they ſhall adorn the Lowlinefs of their Condition with 
 acontented/and an humble Mind; and upon all who | 

are helpful in carrying on this Muri f Love's relyi | 
on his Promiſe who hath ſaid, V hoſotver: Pall give 
10 dun gte one rhefe little ones, a Cup of cold Mater 
only, inthe name of a Diſciple---He 12225 in no pls. 
| 9 bis Reward. Matt. x. >: , 


Non to God the Father, Simon Holy Ghoſt; beall 5 
F bock now and forever, 


FINIS LEY 
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